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founded, of whom he was no unworthy follower,
was being divided among Assyrian states or added
directly to the provinces of the empire. For him.
there was no further hope, and he sought peace
in a self-inflicted death.1

Rusas left a son who succeeded his father as
king of Urartu, or Chaldia, as the country was
called by its own people, with the title of Ar-
gistis II. He found only a small kingdom left for
him to rule, about Lake Van and the upper waters
of the Euphrates. Long and sturdily had Urartu
withstood the progress of Assyria in war, while
it, nevertheless, accepted Assyrian civilization and
even adopted the cumbersome Assyrian method of
cuneiform writing. The Chaldians had even formed
an empire and contested the supremacy of west-
ern Asia with the Assyrians. In the days of As-
syrian weakness they had grown stronger, until
the menace to Sargon was so great that he had to
plan cautiously and act decisively during a long
series of years for its removal. He had now
stripped them of all their southern and western
possessions and shut up the king amid his moun-
tain fastnesses, from which he would soon venture
out to plunder and raid, but without hope of ever
again mastering so large a portion of western Asia.
Sargon's slowly maturing plans had effectually re-
moved the greatest barrier to his country's career
of conquest, extension, and aggrandizement.

For the next three years Sargon was unable to

1 Annals, line Io9.